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What I am going to tell you 

ÅThe need for organs in the US 

ÅWhat we can do to address the gap 

ÅOptimize the gift 

ÅWhat can YOU do to help address the 
problem? 



TCF stadium: capacity 50,805 



Waiting list in the US 

Å9/2013: 119,948 people waiting for a 
transplant: 2.36 TCF stadiums of people. 
ïCould fill almost 2 full TCF stadiums with people 

waiting for a kidney transplant: 98,024 

ïAnother half of TCF stadium with people waiting 
for extrarenal organs: 16,562 L, 3,633 H. 1,654 Lu, 3,315 Pa, + 

ÅAdditions to WL, 2012: 
ï56,313 total (more than capacity of TCF stadium). 

ï36,457 added to wait for kidneys. 



How does our system stack up? 



Just the facts: 2012 

-22,187 people 
received an organ 
transplant from a 
deceased donor 
  Ŧƛƭƭǎ ǘƘŜ άƎƻƻŘ ǎŜŀǘǎέ 

-11,896 died or got 
too sick to 
transplant in 2012 
 overflows the student 
section 

-56,313 WL 
additions in 2012 
 more than the whole 
stadium 
 



¢ƘŜ ²[ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎΥ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǊŜŀƭ 
people waiting + another 1.36 TCF 

stadiums  



Is there more? 



Does it matter? Cheaper therapy and 
live longer with a kidney transplant 

http://kidney.niddk.nih.gov/kudiseases/pubs/kustats/#7 



So, what do we need and what do we 
have to allocate? 

ÅDeceased donors:  
 Transplants 
ï2012: 8,143 donors 

  -22,187 txp 
-10,868 kidneys 

ï2011: 8,125 donors 
  -22,518 txp 

-11,043 kidneys 

ÅLiving donors: 
ï2012: 5,867  

  -5,864 total 
-5,617 kidneys 

ï 2011: 6,021  
  -6,020 total 

-5,771 kidneys 



The gap between need and availability 



There is a gap, but also a way 
ÅOrgan donation MUST 

retain the trust of the 
public and healthcare 
community. 

ÅThe ability to do so is 
hampered by availability, 
logistics and capacity. 

ÅDonation depends upon 
awareness and 
willingness.  These are 
sometimes exclusive 
activities. 
ïAwareness: what this talk 

is to provide 

ïWillingness: what is inside 
the donor.  Not a fixed trait. 
Must honor peopleôs health 
and maintain trust. 


